The decision to adopt a ring-based PAS is the result of studying information obtained through research conducted by our fire department.  NFPA 1500 (2002) section 8.3.2 states that the fire department shall consider local conditions and characteristics in establishing the requirements of the PAS.  Further literature review showed several examples of how other departments have taken ring-based systems and adapted them for use in their organization.
Eva VFD shall have one tag assigned to each person.  Each apparatus will have a tag ring.  When a firefighter is not on a scene, the tag will be clipped to the D-ring on the back of the helmet.  When a firefighter responds to a scene in an apparatus, it is the individual’s responsibility to attach the tag to the ring (a.k.a. “tag in”) associated with that apparatus.  If a firefighter responds to a scene by POV, it is the individual’s responsibility to tag in with one of Eva VFD’s apparatus.
If Eva VFD is providing aide to another department, and a person is responding in an Eva VFD apparatus, it is the individual’s responsibility tag in with that apparatus.  If an Eva VFD firefighter responds to another department’s scene by POV, it is the individual’s responsibility to tag in with one of Eva VFD’s apparatus.  If Eva VFD does not have an apparatus on another department’s scene, it is the individual’s responsibility tag in with that department’s incident commander.
Once an Eva VFD firefighter has cleared the scene, that individual may retrieve the tag (a.k.a. “tag out) and return it to the helmet D-ring.  Preferably, tagging out will occur at the scene.  If the firefighter had provided aide to another department by POV and had tagged in with the IC, it is that individual’s responsibility to retrieve the tag from the IC.
